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“Jesus Christ – Cornerstone of Salvation ”      Text – Psalm 118       NT Reading – Matthew 21:23-46

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
Last weekend I was in Nelson and I twice took the opportunity to walk up to the centre of New Zealand.  It is about a 15min hike and there is a wooden structure at the top that holds this large needle thing pointing to a plaque in the ground proclaiming that point as the centre of New Zealand.  
The first time I went up, I was by myself.  But the second time it was with a small group of folk from the Nelson church.  And one of them was familiar enough with the area to tell us that while that point is used for geographical surveying, it is not the actual centre of New Zealand.  That spot is under water out in Nelson harbour.  
So you end up feeling a little cheated.  It is the centre but it is not the centre!?
Well, according to those who count such things there are 31,174 verses in the Bible.  And if you half that number, the centre of the Bible is vv8-9 of our text, “It is better to take refuge in the LORD than to trust in man.  It is better to take refuge in the LORD than to trust in princes.”  
And there are articles online and there have been sermons preached on just how appropriate it is that those verses are the centre of the Bible.  

And you will discover all this if you type ‘the middle of the Bible’ into Google.  
But you will also discover that there are just as many people who disagree with how that whole thing was calculated.  And so, according to some of them, Psalm 117 is the centre of the Bible, while a good case can also be made for Psalm 103:1-2 being the centre of the Bible.  
Well, setting aside that mathematical debate, it ought to be that if any of us were asked to describe the centre of the Bible we would say, with all seriousness, the Lord Jesus Christ.  
You see, He is the Word.  He is the Truth.  He is what the Bible is about.  This book is His Word.  He is the key to understanding the Bible.  We are to see Jesus Christ on every page.  
Revelation 19:10 says, “The testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.”  The Bible exists that sinners might discover Jesus Christ as Saviour and King.
And so, as we come to Psalm 118, our desire here is to see how this Psalm reveals Jesus Christ.  
And we are helped in this endeavour in that Jesus quotes a portion of Psalm 118 in relation to Himself.  So we shall first focus on how the Lord Jesus reveals Himself in a verse of this Psalm and then step back to see how this whole Psalm reveals the Lord Jesus.   
So firstly, we see how the LJC reveals Himself in a verse from Psalm 118.

Well, the verses that Jesus quotes in relation to Himself is Psalm 118:22, “The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone.”  
Now, even you boys and girls will know that when you speak of yourself as a stone, you do not mean that you are an actual stone block to be used in a building project with cement and nails and windows.  It is a metaphor – a word picture.  
So we must start with the mention of the stone in the Psalm to be able to understand what Jesus is saying about Himself.
And the image is a simple one from a building site.  At some point in Israel’s history, perhaps with the temple but it may have been another building, the builders were in a quarry looking for a certain stone to use for a very important part of the building work.   And they looked at a certain stone but rejected it as unsuitable for whatever reason.  But later on, again, for whatever reason, that very stone ended up being the one which was used.  
Now there are several explanations from Jewish tradition about which part of the building is meant here.  But whichever it is, the point is it is the most IMPORTANT stone!!  
So a rejected stone became the stone of great importance in the building.
Now, that theme of something rejected and despised and considered of no value in human terms eventually becoming greatly used of God is a common theme in the Bible.  
· We see it as God chooses Abraham to be the man through whom He would bless the nations of the world.  Abraham is a nobody; he is not Pharaoh, he is not a king or a famous philosopher.  He is just Abraham.  
· And then we see God choosing Israel as the nation through whom He would bless the world.  For if you and I were writing history, we would pick Egypt or Babylon or Greece or Rome, great world empires.  But God chooses Israel.  And in Deuteronomy 7, God spells out how unworthy Israel was of becoming His chosen nation.  
· But in terms of Psalm 118, King David is very much in view also.  
· You boys and girls will remember the story of when David was anointed king.  Samuel came to the home of Jesse.  And Jesse brought all of his sons before Samuel.  And Samuel looked at each impressive lad and thought surely this one.  But the Lord said no.  So eventually, after all the sons had passed before him, Samuel said to Jesse, “Are there any others?”  And Jesse almost begrudgingly admitted that there was one more, David, but surely it could not be him?  He was just a boy who was out looking after the sheep?  He was not king material?  
· But the Lord delights to make a capstone out of the stone that builders reject.  The Lord delights to greatly use those whom the world does not value.   
And that theme of God using the rejected and despised is another way that the OT prepares us from the coming of the LJC.  Indeed, Isaiah 53:3 uses exactly those words to describe the coming one who will rescue God’s people, “He was despised and rejected by men.”
1. And so, we come then to Matthew 21.  And you may wish to turn there again.  Earlier on in the chapter Jesus has made the Triumphal entry into Jerusalem with the crowds crying out, ‘Hosanna!  Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.”  And those words are in fact a quote from Psalm 118:25-26.  So Jesus is being received by the people as a king.  
a. But then in v15, we see that chief priests and the teachers of the law are very angry about all this.  And do you remember why they disliked Jesus so?  
i. Because He was from Nazareth – and what good thing could come from Nazareth?  
ii. He was from Galilee – Yuk!  
iii. He was the son of a carpenter – a nothing trade.  
iv. He associated with prostitutes and tax-collectors and lepers!  
v. Do you see what is happening?  They are rejecting Him.  They are despising Him.  They are ‘the builders’ who are examining a stone and judging it as unworthy and unfit for any noble purpose.  
b. And so, in v23, we see that Jesus is in the temple and that the chief priests and elders come to Him and question Him as to by what authority He does what He does.  And behind their question is this idea: We represent the nation of Israel.  We are the guardians of Jerusalem.  We are the elders of the temple.  That is our authority.  Who do you think you are, Jesus? 
c. So Jesus answers them with some parables.  And our particular interest is in the parable told in vv33-46 about the master who rents his vineyard to some farmers who beat up His servants and then kill his son.  And boys and girls, the Master is God the Father, the farmers are the Jews, and the Son is Jesus.  And very soon, the very leaders of the Jews who are now questioning Him will indeed have Him put to death.
i. And so, to these Jewish leaders, Jesus says, Because you have rejected me, you will be destroyed.  
ii. But His message is the same to all of Israel – because you have rejected me, this nation, this city, and this temple will be destroyed.  But a new temple will rise in its place and I am that temple.  “The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone.”
2. Now, would you turn with me please to Acts 4:11-12.  There Peter and John have healed a man in the name of Jesus.  They were then arrested and questioned as to by what power they performed this miracle.  And Peter uses this same verse of Psalm 118 in his response.  He says of Jesus, “He is 'the stone you builders rejected, which has become the capstone.'”  And then these words, “Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved.”  
3. And as you think about those words, turn also to 1 Peter 2:4, “As you come to him, the living Stone-- rejected by men but chosen by God and precious to him--  you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.  For in Scripture it says: "See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and precious cornerstone, and the one who trusts in him will never be put to shame."  Now to you who believe, this stone is precious.  But to those who do not believe, "The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone,"  and, "A stone that causes men to stumble and a rock that makes them fall."”
Two responses – Deserve God’s wrath, God sent His Son to die.  Precious?  

Daniel Stone – stone that fills the earth or stone that crushes unbelievers
Well, having seen how the Lord Jesus reveals Himself in one verse of Psalm 118, let us also see how this whole Psalm reveals the Lord Jesus.  

You may remember that I said earlier on in this sermon series that the easiest way to discover Jesus in the Psalms is as the anointed King. 

And by and large, every Psalm falls into one or more of four types: They are about the anointed King, or they are songs sung by the anointed King, or they are songs about the anointed King’s city, or they are songs sung by us only because we are in the anointed King.  

Well, let us see first of all that Psalm 118 is a Psalm sung by the anointed king.

In the gospels we read about Jesus celebrating the Passover or the Last Supper with His disciples.  

And you boys and girls will remember that Jesus broke bread with them and He gave them a cup of wine, saying, ‘This is my body” and “this is my blood,” “which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.”  And in so doing He instituted the Lord’s Supper.  And this is why we will do exactly the same later in the service.  

Well, after celebrating the supper, Matthew tells us that “when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.”  

And when we read that, we probably picture them picking up a hymnbook and turning to number ??? and singing it and then going out.  But if we were to translate the Greek literally, it would be, “When they had hymned they went out.”  And the word ‘hymned’ simply means ‘sung praises.’  So Jesus and the disciples spent some time singing and then went out.  

And what we know from Jewish tradition is that there were certain Psalms that were associated with certain feasts.  And Psalms 113-118 were the Psalms that were sung at the celebration of Passover.  Psalms 113-114 were sung early in the meal while Psalms 115-118 were sung at the end of the meal.  

So we can be 99.9% certain then that Jesus and His disciples sang Psalms 115-118 after this Last Supper and before they went out to the Mount of Olives.  

And these Psalms thank God for deliverance and victory.  

And at Passover time, that had the deliverance of Israel from slavery in Egypt foremost in view.  

You boys and girls will remember that on the night that the Jews left Egypt, God commanded them to celebrate the Passover.  They were to kill a lamb and put its blood on the doorposts so that the angel of the Lord would pass over them.  

So Jesus and His disciples have celebrated Passover and are singing these Psalms remembering that by the blood of the lamb, God’s people were rescued.  

But John’s gospel also speaks about this Passover feast that Jesus celebrated with His disciples.  And John says, “Jesus knew that the time had come for Him to leave this world and go to the Father.”  

So consider Jesus as he sings these Psalms.  He knows that just as the lamb had to die so that its blood could rescue God’s people then, so He, as the Lamb of God, must soon die so that His blood can truly rescue all His people.  

Look at some of the verses of these Psalms and think about Jesus singing them.

· Psalm 116:3-4,  “The cords of death entangled me, the anguish of the grave came upon me; I was overcome by trouble and sorrow.  Then I called on the name of the LORD: "O LORD, save me!"”  
· And notice 116:13 in relation to the Supper that Jesus celebrated with His disciples and that we celebrate today, “I will lift up the cup of salvation and call on the name of the LORD.”  
· Psalm 116:15, “Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of his saints.”  
· And now, as we come to Psalm 118, imagine Jesus being strengthened by the repeated refrain of vv1-4, “His love endures forever.”
· And notice v5, “In my anguish I cried to the LORD, and He answered by setting me free.”  And then think of Jesus on the cross having suffered such anguish crying out, “Father, into your hands I commit my Spirit.”  
· And note the encouragement of vv6-7, “The Lord is with me; I will not be afraid.  What can man do to me?  The Lord is with me; He is my helper.  I will look in triumph on my enemies.”  
· And if you look at vv10-12, you can imagine the comfort of those words as Jesus prepared to hang on the cross with the Romans soldiers and the crowds of Jews “swarming around [Him] like bees,” mocking Him from below.  
· And knowing that soon the hellish agony of being forsaken by His Father would press down on His shoulders, how powerful would have been the words of vv17-18, “I will not die but live, and will proclaim what the Lord has done.  The Lord has chastened me severely but He has not given me over to death.”  For while Jesus died, He conquered death and rose again!
· And this Psalm reminded Jesus also that beyond death and the grave lay the gates of righteousness that are spoken about in vv19-21.  Having offered Himself as the complete sacrifice, the gates of heaven would be thrown wide open to Him as the victorious King!
· And of course there is that verse we looked at in the first half of the sermon, v22, “The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone.”
Psalm 118 truly is a Psalm sung by the anointed King.  Jesus sang Psalm 118.  

· Jesus was strengthened for the suffering that was to come by Psalm 118.  

· Jesus was encouraged by the enduring love of His Father in heaven that Psalm 118 celebrates.  

· Jesus was enabled to trust in God for deliverance from death.  

And so, Jesus was able to go to the cross and to endure the agony of God’s eternal wrath against your sins.  

But just as Jesus our anointed King sang Psalm 118, so Psalm 118 is about Jesus our anointed King.  And it reveals to us that though He was despised and rejected, He accomplished salvation on the cross of Calvary and rose victoriously and rules now in heaven.  
And the church on earth is built on Him.  And it is only as we look to Him and rest in Him and imitate Him that we too are able to endure hardship and suffering, and not just to endure, but to rejoice.
In 1745, Louis Rang, a French Pastor, was hanged because he refused to renounce his faith in Christ.  And walking to the scaffold, he looked to His Saviour and he imitated His Saviour, and was strengthened by Psalm 118.  In fact those present there that day heard him singing v24, “This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.”   

And many others have faced trouble encouraged and strengthened by the words of Psalm 118. 

Psalm 118 is a gift of God to His people.  For you too will face trouble.  People will oppose you.  Your Christianity will be mocked and despised.  It maybe that intense persecution of the sort faced by Christians in other countries may come your way too.  
But the assault may come also from temptation to sin or the conviction of sin pressing down on you to the point that you are deeply troubled in your soul.  
It maybe in hardships of different kinds – trouble in the church, severe illness or injury, a brokenness in relationships, difficulty finding employment, frustrations within the family, the death of a loved one.  
But as you encounter these trials, consider the Lord Jesus Christ who is revealed in Psalm 118

Centre of the Bible “It is better to take refuge in the LORD than to trust in man.  It is better to take refuge in the LORD than to trust in princes.”  
May our refuge be in the LJC!

Amen.
